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adult education, libraries play a crit-
ical role in our development and suc-
cess of people throughout our district.

During my time in Congress, I have
been able to visit over 40 libraries in
my district. The work that they do is
essential. I am proud to support their
continued success.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of National Police
Week. We first acknowledge those law
enforcement officers across our Nation
who have lost their lives in the line of
duty for the safety and protection of
others.

Officers like Capitol Police Officer
Brian Sicknick, who died in defense of
the Capitol complex and protecting
those of us in these great Halls.

I salute the officers of my home, the
Virgin Islands Police Department. Of
course, I pay tribute to my father,
LeRoy Alphonso Plaskett, a retired
New York City police officer. My father
loved to hear young children call him
Mr. Police Officer, and my grandfather,
Clifford Dean Plaskett, a former dep-
uty police commissioner of the United
States Virgin Islands.

Madam Speaker, good police officers
dedicate their lives to those they serve,
their families, and the community
every day. I thank each of them for
their dedication and service.

———

ENERGY PRICES SPIRALING OUT
OF CONTROL

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KELLER. Madam Speaker, in
March, the Biden administration an-
nounced the release of 1 million barrels
of oil per day for our strategic petro-
leum reserve in response to energy
prices spiraling out of control.

The strategic petroleum reserve is
supposed to be for natural disasters
and emergencies, not for cleaning up
President Biden’s policy failures. What
do we have to show for this administra-
tion’s incompetence: the highest gas
prices on record and the lowest levels
of crude oil in our strategic stockpile
in 35 years.

President Biden and Washington
Democrats aren’t fooling anyone. In-
stead of working to alleviate Ameri-
cans’ pain at the pump, the Biden ad-
ministration is intentionally suffo-
cating domestic oil and gas production
in hopes to replace fossil fuels with a
socialist Green New Deal agenda.

Americans are now spending an esti-
mated $5,000 a year on gas, up from
$2,800 a year ago. That is a huge burden
for millions of American families also
paying more for just about everything
they purchase.

Madam Speaker, the last year and a
half have made clear, Americans can-
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not afford President Biden’s socialist
agenda.

UKRAINE IS KNOWN AS THE
BREADBASKET OF EUROPE

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker,
Ukraine is known as the breadbasket of
Europe. It plays a vital role in the food
supply as the seventh largest producer
of wheat and fifth largest producer of
corn in the world.

Russia has mined Ukraine’s Black
Sea ports, making it virtually impos-
sible to export grain, corn, and other
food. Approximately 30 million tons of
grain are stuck in Ukrainian ports as a
result of the Russian blockade—nearly
$15 billion of grain.

As a result, food prices have soared,
and the world is on the brink of a food
crisis that could lead to mass unrest
and instability across the globe. The
United Nations World Food Program
has warned that 400 million people may
be at risk of starvation. Russia has
used hunger as a weapon of war before.

In the 1930s, Stalin intentionally
caused a famine in Ukraine, eventually
killing 3.9 million Ukrainians in what
is now known has the Holodomor.

We must take steps to end the block-
ade and mitigate these food shortages
if we want to prevent a massive crisis.
NATO must commit to reopening the
Black Sea so Ukraine can fill its vital
role as the breadbasket of Europe.

———

REMEMBERING THE SHOOTING AT
SANTA FE HIGH SCHOOL

(Mr. WEBER of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, May 18 marks the fourth year since
the shooting at Santa Fe High School.
I remember it like it was yesterday.

The next day, I drove straight to the
school to lend support and comfort to
the families, and to try to understand
how could this have happened? Later, 1
met with 9 of the 10 families at funer-
als. Days later, I met with President
Trump and all the families. Weeks
later, we were invited to see the rooms
in the building that the horrific event
took place in. Man, it was difficult.

Rooms had been cleaned, but you
could still see the bullet holes in the
walls. It was heartbreaking. There
were very few dry eyes there. Going
forward, we must redouble our efforts
to provide safe places of education for
our children, their families, and all
Americans.

Values must be taught again. Hatred
and violence have no place in our
neighborhoods. It must not be toler-
ated, and we must all be vigilant to
recognize it and call it out loud, early,
and often.

Madam Speaker, Santa Fe citizens
are strong and resilient. We are in the
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healing process, and we will pray and
work toward that end that all Ameri-
cans never have to experience what
Santa Fe did on that day.

——————

HONORING MOTHER PEARL YOUNG

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I uplift
Mother Pearl Young, 77, who was killed
by a white supremacist while grocery
shopping in her Buffalo community.

Please look at Mother Pearl, look at
the other loved ones who were mur-
dered. For 25 years, Mother Pearl ran a
pantry where she fed people in Central
Park. She loved singing, dancing, and
being with her family.

It is incredibly heartbreaking, and
honestly, just sick that Black folks in
our country can’t even grocery shop or
go to church or march against police
brutality without being targeted by
white supremacists.

White supremacy gets a pass in our
country, and I have had enough of it.
Prayers are not enough. We don’t need
new laws exactly in regard to white su-
premacy. We need the will and courage
to take on white supremacy as the
threat it is within our country. The re-
sources are there, but the courage is
lacking.

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues,
let’s do more in making sure that we
push for that courage to face, again,
this threat that we have in our country
that is incredibly deadly.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF IRA
DUNSWORTH

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
life of longtime Central High School
teacher, track coach, mentor, and pio-
neer, Ira Dunsworth.

Ira’s accomplishments include 15
State championships, he was named
Iowa State Coach of the Year four
times, and he is a member of the Iowa
Track Coaches Hall of Fame. Following
his retirement from Central, he was in-
ducted into the Iowa Track Officials
Hall of Fame.

It is fitting that the track at Dav-
enport’s Brady Street Stadium, home
of the Ira Dunsworth Invitation Meet,
be named after him. I can think of no
better man to receive such an honor to
memorialize the legacy that Ira
Dunsworth left.

Madam Speaker, I would also like to
wish a joyous congratulations to Lily
Dumas and Alana Kruse on their grad-
uation. Congratulations.

TAX BENEFITS TO HELP PAY FOR
HEALTH COVERAGE FOR RE-
TIRED POLICE OFFICERS
(Ms. SPANBERGER asked and was

given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SPANBERGER. Madam Speaker,
I stand here today to recognize retired
Virginia police officer, Wally Bunker.

For nearly 22 years, Wally served as
a police lieutenant for the Suffolk Po-
lice Department where he served in
several different roles.

Now retired from the force and living
in Culpeper, he cannot access a key tax
benefit to help pay for his health cov-
erage, an issue that is shared by thou-
sands of retired officers across the
country.

Many officers retire early due to the
high-pressure demands of the jobs,
meaning, many lose their employer-
sponsored coverage while they are still
years away from Medicare eligibility.

When Congress enacted the HELPS
Retirees Act in 2006 to allow retired of-
ficers to use tax-free payments from
their pensions to cover insurance costs,
many retirees with smaller pension
plans were excluded from this benefit.

When Wally approached our office to
explain the issue he was facing, like so
many other retired officers, we re-
sponded by introducing the bipartisan
Wally Bunker HELPS Retirees Im-
provement Act to take steps to fix this
issue.

I thank my Republican colleague,
Congressman CHABOT, for joining me to
make sure that all retired officers re-
ceive the full benefits they have earned
by putting on the badge.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join us in this push.

————
O 0915

VIOLENCE AT THE SUPREME
COURT

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, we
have seen recently that the Supreme
Court has decided to take up the Dobbs
v. Jackson case, and, indeed, a deplor-
able action came out with the leak of a
possible draft of what the decision
might be.

What has that caused since? Violence
by the left, extreme violence. Indeed,
some of that violence was led by Sen-
ate Majority Leader SCHUMER against
that Court.

What do we have going on here if we
can’t rely on our courts and our insti-
tutions to be able to make arguments
in their chambers without being
threatened with violence?

Indeed, it is a controversial subject,
but there is no consensus on Roe V.
Wade in this country. It is a 50-50 deal.

Indeed, the Court is taking up an
issue, trying to right a wrong for 50
years that should have been done by a
legislative process. Courts are not to be
legislating from the bench. That is
what happened nearly 50 years ago.

This will put the question back to
the State legislatures, or this one right
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here, where the people can be heard by
their elected officials, by their elected
Representatives in a committee proc-
ess, in a hearing process, interactions,
townhalls, and all that, and not have
five out of nine on a court decide for
them.

This is on the right track, but the vi-
olence is not as you pass by the fences
around that Court.

———

CONSUMER FUEL PRICE GOUGING
PREVENTION ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 1124, I call
up the bill (H.R. 7688) to protect con-
sumers from price-gouging of consumer
fuels, and for other purposes, and ask
for its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
PORTER). Pursuant to House Resolution
1124, the amendment printed in Part B
of House Report 117-333 is adopted, and
the bill, as amended, is considered
read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 7688

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Consumer
Fuel Price Gouging Prevention Act”.

SEC. 2. UNCONSCIONABLE PRICING OF CON-
SUMER FUELS DURING EMER-
GENCIES.

(a) UNCONSCIONABLE PRICING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for
any person to sell a consumer fuel, at whole-
sale or retail, in an area and during a period
of an energy emergency covered by a procla-
mation issued under paragraph (2) at a price
that—

(A) is unconscionably excessive; and

(B) indicates the seller is exploiting the
circumstances related to an energy emer-
gency to increase prices unreasonably.

(2) ENERGY EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The President may issue
an energy emergency proclamation for any
area within the jurisdiction of the United
States, during which the prohibition in para-
graph (1) shall apply, that includes the geo-
graphic area covered, the consumer fuel cov-
ered, and the time period that such procla-
mation shall be in effect.

(B) DURATION.—The proclamation—

(i) may not apply for a period of more than
30 consecutive days, but may be renewed for
such consecutive periods, each not to exceed
30 days, as the President determines appro-
priate; and

(ii) may include a period of time not to ex-
ceed 1 week before a reasonably foreseeable
emergency.

(3) FACTORS CONSIDERED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In determining whether a
person has violated paragraph (1), there shall
be taken into account, among other factors,
the aggravating factors described in subpara-
graph (B) and the mitigating factor de-
scribed in subparagraph (C).

(B) AGGRAVATING FACTORS.—The aggra-
vating factors described in this subparagraph
are the following:

(i) Whether the amount charged by such
person grossly exceeds the average price at
which the consumer fuel was offered for sale
by such person during—
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(I) the 30-day period before the date on
which the proclamation was issued; or

(ITI) another appropriate benchmark period,
as determined by the Commission.

(ii) Whether the amount charged by such
person grossly exceeds the price at which the
same or a similar consumer fuel was readily
obtainable in the same area from other sell-
ers during the energy emergency period.

(C) MITIGATING FACTOR.—The mitigating
factor described in this subparagraph is
whether the quantity of any consumer fuel
such person produced, distributed, or sold in
an area covered by the proclamation during
the 30-day period following the date on which
the proclamation was issued increased over
the quantity such person produced, distrib-
uted, or sold during the 30-day period before
the date on which the proclamation was
issued, taking into account any usual sea-
sonal demand variation.

(b) AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE.—It shall be an
affirmative defense in any civil action or ad-
ministrative action to enforce subsection (a),
with respect to the sale, at wholesale or re-
tail, of a consumer fuel by a person, that the
increase in the price of such consumer fuel
reasonably reflects additional costs that
were paid, incurred, or reasonably antici-
pated by such person, or reasonably reflects
additional risks taken by such person, to
produce, distribute, obtain, or sell such con-
sumer fuel under the circumstances.

(¢) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This section
may not be construed to cover a transaction
on a futures market.

(d) ENFORCEMENT.—

(1) FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION.—A viola-
tion of subsection (a) shall be treated as a
violation of a rule defining an unfair or de-
ceptive act or practice prescribed under sec-
tion 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act (156 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). The Federal
Trade Commission shall enforce this section
in the same manner, by the same means, and
with the same jurisdiction, powers, and du-
ties as though all applicable terms and provi-
sions of the Federal Trade Commission Act
were incorporated into and made a part of
this section. In enforcing subsection (a), the
Commission shall give priority to enforce-
ment actions concerning companies with
total United States wholesale or retail sales
of consumer fuels in excess of $500,000,000 per
year.

(2) ENFORCEMENT AT RETAIL LEVEL BY STATE
ATTORNEYS GENERAL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the chief law enforce-
ment officer of a State, or an official or
agency designated by a State, has reason to
believe that any person has violated or is
violating subsection (a) involving a retail
sale, the attorney general, official, or agency
of the State, in addition to any authority it
may have to bring an action in State court
under its laws, may bring a civil action in
any appropriate United States district court
or in any other court of competent jurisdic-
tion to—

(i) enjoin further such violation by such
person;

(ii) enforce compliance with such sub-
section;

(iii) obtain civil penalties; and

(iv) obtain damages, restitution, or other
compensation on behalf of residents of the
State.

(B) NOTICE.—The State shall serve written
notice to the Commission of any civil action
under subparagraph (A) before initiating
such civil action. The notice shall include a
copy of the complaint to be filed to initiate
such civil action, except that if it is not fea-
sible for the State to provide such prior no-
tice, the State shall provide such notice im-
mediately upon instituting such civil action.

(C) AUTHORITY TO INTERVENE.—Upon re-
ceipt of the notice required by subparagraph
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